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THE PASSION FOR SHOES

Hey, hey shoes

Without soles, shoes

And the stone is scalding

Scalding, scalding, scalding

(from “Hey Shoes” /Avigdor Ha'Meiri)

This exceptionally special exhibit explores shoes from various aspects.
Shoes are not only practical and functional; rather they turn into artistic
design elements. Of all clothes type, shoes evoke special muse and
have sculptural potential. Shoes occupy an important part of our
life and imagination, and sometimes turn into significant artwork.

Archeological findings reveal the existence of shoes as early as 7000
to 8000 BC. Boots were recorded first in the 16th century during the
era of Queen Elizabeth I. At that time, when sewer started to flow in
the middle of the street, heels were invented. The aristocrats added
platforms to their shoes to avoid soiling their feet in the filth. Since then
shoes became a status symbol that differentiated between classes.
In Judaism removing one’s shoes is a central part of the “Chalitza” ceremony.
According to the Halacha, (Jewish religious law) in the Holy Temple all
visitors had to remove their shoes. Also in the conversation between Moses
and God on Mount Sinai, Moses was told “Remove your sandals from
your feet, for the place on which you stand is holy ground” (Exodus 3, 5)
In the Roman Empire, shoes signaled one’s social class. The Patricians wore
red or orange sandals, Senators wore brown leather shoes. The Counsels
wore white shoes and the soldiers wore primarily heavy boots. In China, for
over a millennium, there was a barbaric and cruel custom to tie women'’s feet
to limit their growth and look beautiful. This custom was eliminated gradually
as China was opening up to the rest of the world. The platform shoes of the
70s and 80s were for the “brave only” influenced by the disco movement.
They were popular with the Glam Rock crowd, musicians, and disco dancers.

The Van Gogh’s painting “A pair of shoes” (1886) depicts rough and
weary workman’s boots, but the “Diamond’s dust shoes” painting by Andy
Warhol speaks to us in a different tune, and says “Fashionable shoes are
fashionable shoes are fashionable shoes”. The shoes in the painting of the
surrealist Rene Magritte “Shoes” (1935) are feet and no-feet. This painting



was an inspiration for Pierre Cardin’s creation of “Man’s shoes with toes”
(1986). In 1936, Mordechai Levanon presented his “shoes” painting that
was influenced by Van Gogh’s painting. Yosel Bergner, in his exhibition,
“Lost Shoe” (2005) bestowed the shoes with warmth and affections.

Hollywood gave special meaning to shoes, very early on, as a magical
symbol and temptation role in romantic situations, or in scenes where the
heroin escapes the criminal or the aloof blond tip-toes on heels in “Film Noir”
movies. The TV series “Sex and The City” brought back the high heel shoes to
the center of the female lust. The red shoes in the movie “The Wizard of OZ”
(or the silver shoes in the book) have magical abilities that help Dorothy go
back home to Kansas. In Cinderella, the glass shoe at the hand of the prince
turns into a rigid selection tool. Only the woman whose foot fit in the shoe
would come to the palace. The movie “Red Shoes” is also well remembered.

The Beta Shoe Museum was founded in Toronto in 1995 with a collection
of over 12,500 shoes and related items. The Museum is documenting
the history of shoes from the early periods ftill today. It includes the
history of the “heel” for the last 500 years. The collection was started by
Sonia Beta, the wife of the founder of the shoes empire Beta. Another
famous shoe collector is Imelda Marcos with a collection of 1,500 pairs.

The vast inspiration that shoes incite is reflected in the current exhibit
by impressive artworks with philosophical, bizarre, grotesque, and
unpredictable (also in the sexual sense) meaning. It is also reflected in a
variety of styles: figurative, conceptual, minimalist, and symbolic. The shoes
in the exhibit are humorous, daring, and colorful with great creativity.
To this exhibit, Hanoch Piven brings humor and fun: the mythological Golda
shoes. Cumbersome, dull and bulky, the Golda shoes, which were adopted
by IDF women soldiers, become the antithesis in everything related to sex.
Ahuva Lazarson’s shoes were created from reusable material she found in
the open air market and turned into vibrant artwork with colored decorative
elements. Na’ama Aaronsohn creates by using wonderful cloth of women
shoes and unique Paper Mache technique that she developed. The Yehudit
Matzkel’s black workmen shoes have hypnotic and deceptive beauty.
It was said on Sigalit Landow’s work “Prayer Shoes™ “They resemble
large tongues- a formalist reworking of the swaying, rounded sheep
skulls. ‘Prayer sandals’ swaying like nodding heads, they lick the
floor erotically: moonwalk, crib motion.” [ Professor Mordechai Omer,
Sigalit Landow: The wunlimited solution (Tel Aviv Museum, 2005)]
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for the Israeli man” “9INIWN 1227
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