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Spreading the words

The 27th biennial Jerusalem International Book
Fair will break new ground by relocating to a
vibrant new hub, The First Station. Organizers
hope the move will revitalize the literary

event and help it reach out to younger readers

ome constanls have come W be
S expected in Jerusalem. Summers
will be dry and hot, winters wet

and cold, and the Jerusalem Interna-
tional Book Fair (JIBF) will set up shop
at the Internatiocnal Convention Center
CSVELY DWW VEArS

Except, aswithany good bock, there's
an unexpected twist this time around

This vear, the fair is leaving the only
home it has had since first being held in
1843, It's moving to The First Station,
an entertainment complex that opened
less than two vears ago on the renovated
arounds of Jerusnlem's first train sta-
ticm, which served the ity betwesn 1852
and 1958, The unprecedented move toa
very different part of the city iz a state-
ment of what the fnir wants to be

“There are a lot of young people whe
love books but avoid the book fair,” savs
Yosl Makov, the director of the JIBF,

|sirail Badam, Jenrsalsm Proe Burests lor 2005, inghl] The Fest Slalion

which runs from February B2, “We
warnl o attract them 1o the boak Gair
in particular thess people in their Xs
and 305 - and tobring others back to the
fair, So we decided to move to the train
station, which i= a popular location in
Jerusalem, in order to changs the book
fair to something voung and vivid

It's ok easy to leave home and aban-
den the fnmiliar, even if it is oo longer
ideal. The cavermous [OC always gave
this fairpoer the feeling of being trapped
in a casino - many attractions bur littke
sunlight, as if to purposefully maks you
lose teack of time and crave fresh air, But
thers was nowhers to 2o for a nice stroll
or a decent meal bevond walking across
the road o the unappealing food court of
Jerusnlem’s Central Bus Station

This lack of pleasnnt venues, joined
by the startling abssnce of Internet ser-
viee, hardly puton Jerusnlem’s best focs

Kierd
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far internaticnal writers and publishers,
some visiling Israel for che [Drst fime.
And many [sraelis, diehard bibliophiles

& asikle began todismiss the fadr as mare ol

a prafessianal event witha big boak mar-
ket attached = though everyone knows
v can buy it all enline a1 better prices

T'm sure they're digsappoanted,”™ Ma-
Eov says, wincing gently when asked
abaul leaving the canvention cenler,
"hut what was in front of us was really
the Nuture of the book fair. And of it
demands a kind of openpess to young
peaple, that's what we will do"

By moving to he First Station, the
fair's organizers hope to enhance their
profile both ns an internationn] trads
fair as well as a public celebration of
literature, Inall, there are some 300 dif-
ferent programs for the week, and, save
a few professionnl networking mest-ups
and workshops, most events are open to
the public and fres of charpe

Of course, the 3000-square-meter
deck at the station makes for o great
place to host n dance party on the open-
ing night, and other nighthy cultural
events, But this, along with the busy
restaurants and sheps in the train sta-
tion complex, can hardly house the vast
range of activities that go on during the
bicok fair, The rows upon rows of pub-
lishers’ stalls, offering Israell and inker-
national bocks, will be in a tented area
in the open space next doar

The nearty Khan Theatre, Cinema-
theque and Mishkenot Shaananim will
all be uzed daily as meeting nnd perfor-
mance spaces, Inshort, thisis a fair that
will mot coly let its participants breathe,
bt will get them out walking betwesn
venues, across a kind of cultural kilo-
meter that has been flourishing since
The First Station's launch,

“Eszentially, for the first time the
fair is in different locations," savs Ma-
kov, “But the distance betwesen them is
very short, and we hope the wenather will
be with us.*

‘Bringing together
everything that can't be’

Ome of the fair's highlights is the
awarding of the Jerusalem Prize to an
author whose writing promotes “the
freedom of the individual in society”
This vear, the award is going to Alba-
ninn author Ismail Kadare, the first

time a3 writer of Muzlim background
will receive the haner. The Jerusalem
Prize jury, led by praminent [sraeli noy.
elist Dorit Rabinvan, praised Kadare
far writing “abeut collective guilt and
the impenetrable nature al truth.”

The jury said upan i1 annauncement
in January that Kadare, also winmer
of the inaugural Man Booker Interna-
ticnal Prize in 2005, "seeks o exposs,
while caoncealing lavers of myth and
metaphar, unanswerable guestions and
crimes for which there is no atonement,

While his subjects and pralaganists are
Largely lacal, their signilieancs and im-
portance are universal ™

Kadare has authored dozens of boaks,
tncluding "The General of the Dead
Army ™ (1943 = prabably his best-known
work = "Chronicle in Stane™ (1978 and
*The Pyramid™ (1991}

T potal, some 25 [oreign wrilers will
beattending the [air. Beyand Kadare, ane
of the mast remarkable of thess is Salah

Confinued on page §
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ALTERNATIVE STUDY TOUR
OF EAST JERUSALEM

This study tour will expose participants to the key
political, social and economic issues that contribute to
Jeruzsalem’s unigue status, as well as its role in the
conflict and achievement of a political resolution.
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al-Hamdani, an acclaimed [raqi poet who
has besn living in Franee for the past
three decades, He joins Roony Someck,n
leading Isrneli post who was bornin Irag
and immigrated to Israclat age 2

The two men knew of enach other’s
work for many venrs, as Someck hns the
umusunl distinetion of being the onhr He-
brew writer who is regularly included in
collzctions of contemporary [agl poet-
rv. Someck is sometimes described, he
explains in an inter view, “as a native son
of Iragwheo is currently living in Israsl ™

Hamdani and Someck met o fow
VYEATs agn at a poetry reading at a Pari-
zian clut, and by the end of the evening
had become fast friends, They soon re-
alized that not only were they both born
in Baghdad, but bothin 1951, Other poet
friznds began to muss about this seren-
dipity and wondered if they had been
pushed past each other as babies in their
prams, Then, a few months later, at a
poetry festival in the southern French
city of S&te, Hamdani came to Someck
with a proposal to publish a joint ook
of pogtry

“S¥e =atina café and discussed it, and
by the end of that meeting we signed a
contract on a napkin - even the napkin
had coffes stains on it savs Someck
In mid-2012, their joint callection,
“Baghdad-Jerusalem,” was published
to an enthusinztic audisnce in France
Hamdanis poems appear in Arabig,
Someck's in Hebrew, with both trons-
lated inte French as well,

Hines then, they've appeared togeth-
er at joint readings and events many
times in France, ns well as at a postry
festival in Haifa two vears ago. [twasa
bold step for Hamdani: Though he was
a dissident writer in [rag whao had been
imprizoned during Saddam Husssins
reign before escaping to France, he did
fnce criticism from other Arab writers
for breaking ranks and "normalizing™
ties with Israel

“Se're bringing together evervthing
that can't be; It can't be today thatn Jew
and a Muslim work together, We're do-
ing it and proving that vou can,” savs
Someck. The event featuring the mwo
poets will include the accompaniment
of Israeli-Arab musician Luna Abu Nas-
=ar and be held at the Cinemathegque on
Monday February 9

“Thi= not just some Mizrahi evening
when we sing nostalgic songs of life
along the Euphrates and the wonder-
ful dates and great beauties we miss
from there, adds Someck, “We've both
heen gone a long time We bath have
writing that's very Arabesgue, But he
writes with an Eastern assthetic and
an awarenass that his outlook has been
filtered through many vears in the
West - like hummus aleng with a good
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French winz"™ Someck, on the other
hand, spenks of his “secondhand™ Iragi
memories and language inherited from
his parents, It waz this [ragi-Jewish
Arabic be learned at home and almost
lost - and then had to resurrect to com-
municate with Homdnni

The story of the twoe men's literary
and personal connection has so capti-
vated many in French literary circles
that writer Gilles Eozier has written a
fothcoming book about them titled “Sur
le= rives de Babylone," and he will be
attending the fair as well,

Thers are also several other eventsin
the festival lineup celebrating the plac-
5 whers Hebrew and Arabic intersect
and interact, Thess include the launch
af “Shtavim-Ithnesn," a new anthology
of voung writers in both Hebrew and
Arabic, a collection edited by writers
Tamer Maszalhn, Tamar Weiss-Gabai
and Almog Behar. Another event will
examine the role of Arabic culturs in
Hebrew liternturs, and vice versn

Art breaks down walls

Cther events focusing on inkternation-
al authors in conversation with home-
arown ones abound, “The Jewish Tale™
will featurs a discussion betwesn Eva
Menasse (Austria), Elena Loewenthal
(Iraly) and Genevigve Brisac (France),
hosted by Shiri Lev-Ari. Diror Mishani,
one of Isrnel's up-and-coming crime
writers, will mest with Bopdan Hrib
(Eomanin) o discuss “Tension in the

Salah akHarmdani

[zl Laguy

Ciaril Fabsirgan Drord Factar
‘Hamdani writes with an
Eastern aesthetic and an
awareness that his outlook
has been filtered through
many years in the West - like
hummus along with a good
French wine,’ says Someck.

Air - World Crime Literaturs, Origins
and Future"

Isrnels celebrated author Abaron
Appelfeld will meet with the abovemen-
ticned Brisac, who nlzo edits children's
bocks for the popular French publisher
Légole des Lodsirs, In “Good Night,
Dizerzi,” Polish-American author and
soresnwriter Janusz Glowackl will dis-
cuss his work with Haaretz book critic
Mava Seln

Best-selling 175, author Ann Heood,
whose novels inchude “The Knitting
Circle™ (20073 and “The Obituary Writ-
e’ (2013), will speak with Haaretzs
Ofer Aderet, Mark Russ Federman, of
Neaw York's famed appetizing shop Buss
& Dnughters, will discuss the “Jewish
Kitchen™ with I=raesli food writer Jan-
na Gur, in an event hosted by Daniella
Cheslow,

Other notable events pairing high-
prafile foreign writers with local ones
inchade Italy's Pacle Giordann discuss-

ing his bock “The Sclinkie of Prime
Mumbers" with Eshkal Newvo, Follow-
ing the talk, held at the Cinemathegue,
there will b= p sereening of the epony-
mous film adaptation. Several other
films based on books written by the
fair's authers will also be scresned

In an event exploring the Israel-Ger-
many relationship, writers from both
countries will talk about how the other
is perceived, in literature and real life
“We Don't Forget, We Go Dancing: [srae-
li and German Authors About the Other
Country,” is a literary event featuring
Israeli writers Amichai Shalev, Yiftach
Ashkenazy, [ftach Alcoy and Hanrete's
Liat Elkayam; writers Norbert Kron and
Sarnh Stricker will represent Germany

This connects to an interesting ex-
hibit at the ceoter of the event, “The
Disappenring Scresn.” In honor of the
jubilee vear of Israeli-German diplo-
matic relations, a two-meter-high-wall
will be constructed, using cver 5,000
wooden blocks, with quotes written on
them from lending German philoso-
phers, musicians, politicians and aca-
demics, Visitors will be encouragsd to
take thedir favorite quotes with them as
& memento

The idea behind the wall, designed by
German architect Werner Schek, is to
create a biculhural dialogue between Is-
raelis and Germans, a relationship still
haunted by memories of the Holocaust

The fair haz nbways had separate,
closed-door programs for publishers,
cditors, writers and agenots, such as
profeszicnal workshops, seminars and
a mentoring program. This year, this
section of the program is expanding
to inchade a book pitching event, allow-
ing emerging Israeli authors to present
their work to hundreds of international
publizhers, distributers and literary
cxperts. Each writer gets five minutes
in which a favorite passnge from their
bonk, transiated into English, is read
The event is a joint project of the For-
cign Ministry apd Penguin Fandom
House, whose CEOQ, Markus Dahle, will
b attending the festival,

For the first time, the fair will alse
include dnily liternture events peared
toward children, inchading respected
author Mira Harel. And in the Depart-
ment of Jewish Thought, thers will be
an event focusing on the legacy of He-
brew University professor Yeshayahu
Leibowitz, to mark the 20th anniversary
of his death

“It's & very varied program, not just
a highbrow literature program,” says
Markov, the director, “We have events
focusing on children, cockbooks, detec-
tive stories and science fiction — along
with high-cancn ficticn as well. It's the
biggest literature festival we've ever
had in Israzl, and anvone who likes
books will find their way there™
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